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“Leading for educational excellence and equity. Every 
day for every one.” 



Statewide eServices  

• Electronic Library for Minnesota 
– School, public, academic databases 

• AskMN  
– Collaborative chat-based reference 24/7 

• Minnesota Digital Library 
– Local [historical] content from museums and libraries 

• Mnopedia 
– Articles and images researched and written for it 
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MNKnows Web Portal 
 



Schools and eContent 
Nationally … 
– 56% of school libraries offer e-books 
– 136 median number of e-titles owned (325% 

increase since 2010) versus 
– 12,000 median number of print volumes 

owned 
– 14.7% projected increase in ebook spending 

as part of collection budget by 2018 (up 
from 4% in 2013 

 
2013 Survey of Ebook Usage in U.S. School (K-12) Libraries 
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Local LSTA Grants 2013-2014 

• Access for Engagement (Moorhead Public Schools) 
– Purchase Kindles and digital content for grades 3-6 

• Brooklyn Center Reading for the 21st Century (Brooklyn Center 
Schools)  
– Purchase of digital fiction, non-fiction and textbooks 

• Building Media Resources in Saint Paul Public Schools (Saint 
Paul Public Schools) 
– Creation of district-wide e-book collection  

• Digital Learning at Oak View (Oak View Elementary School) 
– Digital resources for Common Core English Language Arts 

Standards  
• E-Books for Southeastern Minnesota Schools (SELS)  

– Study to determine need for e-books in the region 
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Open Education Resources (K-12) 

Minnesota Partnership for Collaborative 
Curriculum 
• Access to high quality curriculum aligned with 

standards at minimal cost 
• Local control over curriculum 
• Improved capacity for personalized learning 
 
 
 

Minnesota Collaborative Curriculum 
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http://mncollaborativecurriculum.org/
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Minnesota Partnership for Collaborative 
Curriculum 

 



Academic Libraries and eContent 

Nationally …. 
95% of academic libraries carry e-books 
91,900 is average number of e-books carried 
 median is 17,500 
56% report a one year increase in request for e-
books 
85% viewed online versus 15% downloaded 
 

 
 

2012 E-Book Usage Report- Academic 
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Open Education Resources (Higher Ed) 

Open Textbook Library (University of Minnesota) 
- Complete textbooks licensed for teachers and 

students to freely use, adapt, and distribute.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

University of Minnesota Open Textbook Initiative 
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http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
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Open Textbook Library 



Public Libraries and eContent 

• Best sellers  
• Collections from independent publishers 
• Local content creation 
• Self-publishing 
• Book Espresso 
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E-Content from Library Websites 
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Local Collections 



eGovernment Services 
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Connectivity and Devices 

• Foundation for access to e-content and e-
services in all libraries 

• Internet-enabled computers at all types of 
libraries 

• Tablets and mobile devices – library or user 
supplied 

• Available speed varies statewide 
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Thank You 
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