
 

Minnesota Green Schools Resources  
Programs and resources for sustainability and to support applications for Green Ribbon Schools Awards: PreK-12 
Schools Award, District Sustainability Award, Higher Education Award 

Updated 10/1/2018 

Please send errors and updates to john.c.olson@state.mn.us 

Cross-Cutting Programs: 

• MDE Green Ribbon Schools website  
• School Environmental Health portal, Minnesota Department of Health 
• The State of Minnesota Sustainable Building Guidelines 
• MPCA Green Schools 
• US Green Building Council's Center for Green Schools 
• Earth Day Network’s Green Schools Program 
• Green School Alliance School Program 
• National Wildlife Federation's Eco-Schools USA  
• Project Learning Tree’s Green Schools! 
• Princeton Review of Green Colleges 
• Second Nature: Higher Education Climate Leadership 
• Upper Midwest Association for Campus Sustainability  
• Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education  

Pillar 1 

Energy:  

• State of Minnesota's B3 Benchmarking  
• DOE and EPA's ENERGY STAR for K-12 Districts  
• EPA’s Portfolio Manager  
• Minnesota Renewable Energy Society's Renewable Energy and Schools Guide 
• EPA Guidelines for Energy Management Overview  
• EPA's Energy Star Benchmarking Kit  
• Open Energy Information Wiki  
• DOE K-12 Energy Education site 
• Youth Energy Summit  
• Collaborative for High Performance Schools 

mailto:john.c.olson@state.mn.us
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/sci/grn/
http://www.health.state.mn.us/schoolenvironments
http://www.msbg.umn.edu/index.html
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/living-green/green-schools
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/living-green/green-schools
http://www.centerforgreenschools.org/home.aspx
http://www.earthday.org/campaign/green-schools
http://www.greenschoolsalliance.org/
https://www.nwf.org/Eco-Schools-USA.aspx
http://www.plt.org/greenschools
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/green-guide
https://secondnature.org/
http://www.umacs.org/
http://www.aashe.org/
https://mn.b3benchmarking.com/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=k12_schools.bus_schoolsk12
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager
https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/sites/default/files/RenewableEnergySchoolsGuide.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=guidelines.guidelines_index
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager_benchmarking
http://en.openei.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.energy.gov/eere/education/education-homepage
http://www.youthenergysummit.org/
https://chps.net/


Water and Grounds: 

• EPA WaterSense  
• Minnesota DNR's School Forest Program  
• Minnesota DNR's Landscaping with Native Plants  

Waste: 

• EPA WasteWise 
• MPCA Living Green  
• MPCA Helping Schools Reduce Pollution  
• MPCA Green Schools  
• Conservatree  
• FSC Certified Paper  
• PEFC Certified Paper  
• CDC Hazardous Waste Self-Management Checklist  
• Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's Healthy Sustainable Schools Guide  
• Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's Mercury in Schools 
• EPA's Safe Chemical Management in Schools 
• EPA's Safer Choice  
• Keep America Beautiful School Recycling Competition  
• Grades of Green Trash Redux  
• EPEAT Green Electronics Registry  
• Consumer Electronics Association Greener Gadgets  

 Alternative Transportation: 

• Carpool to School 
• EPA's Clean School Bus USA  
• Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's School Bus Information  
• Clean Air Minnesota’s Project Green Fleet  
• MNDOT's Bicycling in Minnesota  
• MNDOT’s Pedestrians in Minnesota  
• Safe Routes to School  
• USDOT Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety  
• Walking School Bus  
• Green Education Foundation I Ride Green Program  

Pillar Two  

Environmental Health: 

• School Environmental Health portal, MN Department of Health 
• Green Education Foundation Healthy Schools Audit  
• Beyond Pesticides Model School Policy  
• CDC Tools for Making Your School Asthma-Friendly 

http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/schoolforest/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/gardens/nativeplants/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/smm/wastewise
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/living-green/green-schools
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/living-green/helping-schools-reduce-pollution
http://www.recyclemoreminnesota.org/how/school.html
http://conservatree.org/
http://us.fsc.org/
http://www.pefc.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2004-101/chklists/n41was%7E1.htm
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/view-document.html?gid=2368
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/quick-links/mercury-schools
https://www.epa.gov/schools-chemicals
https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice
http://recycle-bowl.org/
http://www.gradesofgreen.org/initiatives/trash-redux
http://www.epeat.net/
http://www.greenergadgets.org/
https://www.carpooltoschool.com/
http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/csb-overview.htm
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/air/air-quality-and-pollutants/general-air-quality/motor-vehicle-pollution/school-bus-retrofits-and-idle-reduction.html
http://www.projectgreenfleet.org/
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/bike/
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/peds/
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/index.html
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike
http://www.walkingschoolbus.org/
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=588:green-school-audits-overview&catid=49:green-energy-challenge&Itemid=61
http://www.health.state.mn.us/schoolenvironments
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=588:green-school-audits-overview&catid=49:green-energy-challenge&Itemid=61
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/schools/models/Model_Local_School_Policy.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/asthma/creatingafs/index.htm


• American Lung Association Asthma Friendly Schools 
• CDC Guidelines for Schools to Prevent Tobacco Use  
• EPA Assessing Outdoor Air Near Schools 
• EPA School Flag Program 
• CDC Underground Storage Tank Checklist  
• EPA Drinking Water in Schools Facilities 
• EPA Healthy School Environments  
• Green Seal's Institutional Cleaning Services Standard  
• Green Seal's Green Cleaning Products  
• Ecologo's Cleaning and Janitorial Products  
• Green Guard Environmental Institute  
• Green Cleaning for Healthy Schools  

Nutrition and Fitness: 

• USDA Healthier US School Challenge  
• USDA Food and Nutrition Service  
• USDA Farm to School Program 
• USDA National Organic Program  
• National Farm to School Network  
• University of Minnesota Extension's Farm to School Program  
• Minnesota Department of Health's Farm to School Program  
• Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom  
• Let’s Move Salad Bars to Schools   
• Green Schools Initiative's Green Food Service 
• The Edible Schoolyard Project  
• CNCS: Expand Access to Healthy Local Food  
• Alliance for a Healthier Generation  
• The Healthy School Lunch Campaign 
• The President’s Youth Fitness Challenge  
• Partnership for A Healthier America  
• Healthy Schools Campaign, Food and Fitness  
• Schoolyard Garden Summit Minnesota  
• Consumer Reports Ecolabels 

Pillar 3  

Environmental and Sustainability Education: 

• SEEK: Minnesota's Home of Environmental Education Resources  
• Minnesota Department of Education K-12 Academic Standards  
• Frameworks for the Minnesota Science and Mathematics Standards  
• State of Minnesota's GreenPrint: State Plan for Environmental Education  
• State of Minnesota's Environmental Literacy Scope and Sequence  
• Climate Generation  
• Jeffers Foundation Environmental Stewardship through Education  

https://www.lung.org/lung-health-and-diseases/lung-disease-lookup/asthma/asthma-education-advocacy/asthma-friendly-schools-initiative/
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00026213.htm
https://www3.epa.gov/air/sat/
https://airnow.gov/air-quality-flag-program
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2004-101/chklists/n63ust%7E1.htm
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/dwreginfo/drinking-water-schools-and-childcare-facilities_.html
http://www.epa.gov/schools/
http://www.greenseal.org/GreenBusiness/Standards.aspx?vid=ViewStandardDetail&cid=3&sid=30
http://www.greenseal.org/FindGreenSealProductsandServices.aspx?vid=ViewProductDetail&cid=16
http://www.ecologo.org/en/
http://www.greenguard.org/en/index.aspx
http://www.cleaningforhealthyschools.org/
http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/healthierus/index.html
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/healthierschoolday/default.htm
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/Default.htm
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/nop
http://www.farmtoschool.org/
http://www.extension.umn.edu/farm-to-school/
http://www.health.state.mn.us/fts
https://minnesota.agclassroom.org/
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpcd/chp/cdrr/nutrition/FTS/saladbars.html
http://www.greenschools.net/display.php-modin=54&uid=58.html
http://edibleschoolyard.org/
http://www.serve.gov/toolkits/comm-gardens/index.asp
http://www.healthiergeneration.org/
http://www.healthyschoollunches.org/
https://pyfp.org/
https://pyfp.org/
https://www.ahealthieramerica.org/
http://www.healthyschoolscampaign.org/programs/foodandfit/
http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/2013SchoolyardGardens.aspx
http://greenerchoices.org/labels/
http://www.seek.state.mn.us/index.cfm
http://stemtc.scimathmn.org/
http://stemtc.scimathmn.org/
http://stemtc.scimathmn.org/
http://www.seek.state.mn.us/eemn_d.cfm
http://www.seek.state.mn.us/eemn_c.cfm
https://www.climategen.org/
http://jeffersfoundation.org/


• EPA Learning and Teaching about the Environment  
• North American Association for Environmental Education  
• NAAEE's Excellence in Environmental Education: Guidelines for Learning (K-12) 
• Minnesota Association for Environmental Education  
• Green Education Foundation's Curriculum Clearinghouse  
• Advanced Placement's Environmental Science  
• State Education & Environment Roundtable (SEER)  
• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Education Programs  
• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources School Forest Program  
• Minnesota Project Learning Tree  
• getSTEM of Minnesota  
• DOE EnergyKids  
• EPA Student's Guide to Global Climate Change  
• NOAA Climate Services: Education  
• Climate Literacy and Energy Awareness Network  
• Digital Library for Earth System Education 
• US Partnership for Education for Sustainable Development 
• 4-H Exploring Your Environment  
• NOAA/ EPA Environmental Education Evaluation Resource Assistant  
• Eco-Schools USA  
• Project Learning Tree's Green Schools!  
• GLOBE 
• EPA Environmental Education Grants  
• EPA President’s Environmental Youth Awards 
• National Environmental Education Week  
• Children and Nature Network  
• NWF Get Outside 
• School Garden Wizard  
• Green Thumb Challenge  
• An introductory guide to teaching and learning for sustainability in HE  
• Northwest Earth Institute (online courses and discussion forums – Adults)  
• Sustainability Improves Student Learning (Higher Ed.) 

https://www.epa.gov/students
http://www.naaee.net/
https://naaee.org/eepro/publication/excellence-environmental-education-guidelines-learning-k-12
http://www.minnesotaee.org/
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/institute/lesson-clearinghouse.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/sub_envsci.html
http://www.seer.org/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/education/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/schoolforest/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/plt/index.html
http://www.getstem-mn.com/
http://www.eia.gov/kids/energy.cfm?page=kiddie_resources
https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/index.html
http://www.climate.gov/#education
https://cleanet.org/index.html
http://www.dlese.org/lib/index.html
https://uspartnership.org/
https://uspartnership.org/
http://www.4-h.org/resource-library/curriculum/4-h-exploring-your-environment/
http://meera.snre.umich.edu/
https://www.nwf.org/Eco-Schools-USA
https://www.plt.org/greenschools/
http://www.globe.gov/
http://www.globe.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/education/grants/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/education/presidents-environmental-youth-award
https://www.neefusa.org/environmental-education-week
https://www.neefusa.org/environmental-education-week
http://www.childrenandnature.org/
https://blog.nwf.org/topics/get-outside/
https://blog.nwf.org/topics/get-outside/
http://schoolgardenwizard.org/
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/greenthumbchallengesub
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/system/files/future_fit_270412_1435.pdf
http://www.nwei.org/
http://serc.carleton.edu/sisl/index.html
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