
DE VELOPING AND SUPPORTING 

This infographic is about system building at the state and local level and is designed for those with an interest in creating 
seamless transitions to kindergarten for children and their families.

TO INVEST IN EDUCATION 
AND ENRICHMENT FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN

 y Offer meaningful early learning experiences 

 y Provide investments that positively impact 
development and learning

 y Integrate effective programs and services 
for parents 

TO SUPPORT FAMILY MEMBERS’ 
EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION 
AND ECONOMIC MOBILITY 

 y Use tools and other resources to partner 
with families on goals for economic mobility

 y Identify resources to address poverty using 
intergenerational interventions 

What is kindergarten (school) readiness?
Minnesota supports the educational success of all 
young children. “Children are not innately “ready” or 
“not ready” for school. Their skills and development are 
strongly influenced by their families and through their 
interactions with early learning experiences.” 1

Ready families support their child’s healthy 
development and are their child’s first and 
most important teachers.

THE READY FA MILY

1 Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast. (n.d.). The ready 
family: An important component of preparing a school-ready child. 
Retrieved from https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/
pdf/REL_SE_The_Ready_School_The_Ready_Family.pdf

TO PROMOTE FAMILY 
AND CHILD HEALTH 
AND WELL-BEING

 y Support access to health care to ensure 
readiness for kindergarten 

 y Provide access to programs and services 
for early childhood mental health

 y Integrate evidence-based principles 
to improve outcomes 

“Kindergarten (school) readiness 
occurs when children have the 
skills, knowledge and attitudes 
necessary for success in primary 
school, later learning and life. 
Physical, cognitive, social and 
emotional development are 
essential ingredients of school 
readiness. School readiness 
refers not only to ready children, 
but to ready communities, 
families and schools.”1
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About the Minnesota Kindergarten Transition Resources
The Minnesota Department of Education and the American Institutes for Research created a suite of tools for community 
members, families and educators in early childhood education and kindergarten settings through funding from the ESSA Preschool 
Development Grant Birth through Five. 

This infographic is made possible using federal funding: CDFA 93.434, ESSA Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five. 
The contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Office of Child 
Care, the Administration for Children and Families or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Works cited
The Bridgespan Group. (2017). Achieving kindergarten readiness for all our children: A funder’s guide to early childhood  

development from birth to five. Boston, MA: Author. Retrieved from https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/ 
uploads/2017/03/Achieving-Kindergarten-ReadinessFact-Sheet.pdf  

Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University. (2017). Three early childhood development principles to improve  
child outcomes. Retrieved from https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/three-early-childhood- 

 development-principles-improve-child-family-outcomes/  

Health, M. (2016). Planting seeds in fertile ground: Steps every policymaker should take to advance infant and early childhood 
mental health. Washington, DC: Zero to Three. Retrieved from https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1221- 
planting-seeds-in-fertile-ground-steps-every-policymaker-should-take-to-advance-infant-and-early- 

 childhood-mental-health

Lurie-Hurvitz, E. (2009, February). Making the case for a comprehensive infant and toddler policy agenda. Washington,  
DC: Zero to Three. Retrieved from https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1025-making-the-case-for-a- 

 comprehensive-infant-and-toddler-policy-agenda#downloads

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. (2016). Parenting matters: Supporting parents of children 
ages 0-8. Washington, DC: National Academies Press. Retrieved from https://www.nap.edu/catalog/21868/ 
parenting-matters-supporting-parents-of-children-ages-0-8 

National Center on Early Childhood Health and Wellness. (n.d.). Healthy children are ready to learn. Washington, DC:  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Head 
Start, National Center on Parent, Family, and Community Engagement. Retrieved from https://eclkc.ohs. 
acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/healthy-children-ready-learn.pdf 

National Conference of State Legislatures. (2018). Two-generations approaches to addressing poverty: A toolkit for 
state legislators. Washington, DC: Author. Retrieved from https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/ 
cyf/2Gen_toolkit_f04_1.pdf  

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Head Start, 
National Center on Parent, Family, and Community Engagement. (2019). Economic mobility toolkit for head  
start and early head start. Retrieved from https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/economic-mobility- 

 toolkit-head-start-early-head-start  

mobile-alt SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ktransi/readyfam/
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Achieving-Kindergarten-ReadinessFact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.theounce.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Achieving-Kindergarten-ReadinessFact-Sheet.pdf
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/three-early-childhood-development-principles-improve-child-family-outcomes/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/three-early-childhood-development-principles-improve-child-family-outcomes/
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1221-planting-seeds-in-fertile-ground-steps-every-policymaker-should-take-to-advance-infant-and-early-childhood-mental-health
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1221-planting-seeds-in-fertile-ground-steps-every-policymaker-should-take-to-advance-infant-and-early-childhood-mental-health
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1221-planting-seeds-in-fertile-ground-steps-every-policymaker-should-take-to-advance-infant-and-early-childhood-mental-health
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1025-making-the-case-for-a-comprehensive-infant-and-toddler-policy-agenda#downloads
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1025-making-the-case-for-a-comprehensive-infant-and-toddler-policy-agenda#downloads
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/21868/parenting-matters-supporting-parents-of-children-ages-0-8
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/21868/parenting-matters-supporting-parents-of-children-ages-0-8
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/healthy-children-ready-learn.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/healthy-children-ready-learn.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/cyf/2Gen_toolkit_f04_1.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/cyf/2Gen_toolkit_f04_1.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/economic-mobility-toolkit-head-start-early-head-start
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/economic-mobility-toolkit-head-start-early-head-start
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ktransi/

	DEVELOPING AND SUPPORTING THE READY FAMILY
	What is kindergarten (school) readiness?
	TO PROMOTE FAMILY AND CHILD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
	TO SUPPORT FAMILY MEMBERS’ EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC MOBILITY
	TO INVEST IN EDUCATION AND ENRICHMENT FOR YOUNG CHILDREN
	About the Minnesota Kindergarten Transition Resources

	Works cited


