


Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Application
This is a one-time application for funds from the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) fund created by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. All public school districts and charter schools in Minnesota are eligible for this formula grant program.
Funds from this program can be spent to cover expenses between March 13, 2020 and September 30, 2022. Districts and charter schools apply once and receive funds for this entire time period. After approval, they will be able to amend their plans in response to changing local circumstances.
Based on feedback from a range of communities across the state, the Office of the Governor and the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) have identified two key priorities for which these funds can be used:
Expanding technology capacity to meet student learning needs by increasing broadband access, establishing wireless hotspots and purchasing devices such as laptops or tablets for students.
Improving student-to-teacher ratios for summer school programming to at most six students per teacher, as well as providing transportation.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to form a team supporting application and implementation. Such a team could include, for example, the superintendent, director of teaching and learning, and business manager. Plans should be created and carried out collaboratively with school leaders, classroom educators, and a representative group of family members.
Through the CARES Act, Congress required any local educational agency that receives funds to provide equitable services to students and teachers in nonpublic schools and “in the same manner as provided under section 1117 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965.” (Section 18005(a) of the CARES Act.)   However, there has been some confusion around the language and intent of the CARES Act and the guidance provided by the U.S. Department of Education.  The state of Minnesota has decided to follow the intent and language of the law and distribute the federal funds to nonpublic schools according to the number of children living in low-income households to prioritize those students with the greatest need.  Because there is unsettled disagreement between Congress, state education agencies, and the U.S. Department of Education, and because U.S. Secretary DeVos has indicated she may pursue rulemaking to codify the guidance, MDE recommends that school systems hold an estimated equivalent of the disputed amount of the funding in escrow and make no draws from that amount, until there is a final, federal determination.
District identification and contact information
District name: 	
District number: 	
Name of primary contact for this program: 	
Phone number of primary contact: 	
Email address of primary contact: 	
Plan creation
Describe who was involved in the process of creating this plan, including involvement from school leaders, classroom educators, students, and family members.
Type response here; form will expand to fit
If your district or charter school is required to participate in tribal consultation under Title VI of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), please describe how, if at all, you consulted on the use of GEER funds. (While GEER does not require tribal consultation in the same way as the ESEA, consider discussions with tribal nations, local parent advisory committee, etc.)
Type response here; form will expand to fit
Are there any nonpublic schools physically located in your district?	__ Yes	__  No
If yes, you must complete and upload the relevant nonpublic documents available on the CARES Act Funding Information page. An application for a district with nonpublic schools is considered incomplete without these.
Steps to promote equal access and equity in experience
Describe the steps you will take to ensure students, teachers, and others in public schools who will benefit from this program have equal access to its benefits and equity in their experience of the program.
Type response here; form will expand to fit
Technology needs and funding
Indicate the technology areas you will use GEER funds to support.
Anticipated Technology Expenditures
Area	We Will Use GEER Funds for:
Enhancing students’ broadband access	Yes or No
Purchasing hotspots	Yes or No
Purchasing devices (e.g. laptops or tablets) for student use	Yes or No
Other	Yes or No

If you selected “Other,” please describe your intended expenditures: 
Type response here; form will expand to fit
Summer school programming needs and funding
Indicate the summer school programming needs you will use GEER funds to support.
Anticipated Summer School Programming Expenditures
Area	We Will Use GEER Funds for:
Providing credit recovery services to high school students, with a student-to-teacher ratio of six-to-one.	Yes or No
Providing remediation services to elementary and middle school students, with a student-to-teacher ratio of six-to-one.	Yes or No
Providing enrichment services with a student-to-teacher ratio of six-to-one.	Yes or No
Providing transportation.	Yes or No
Other	Yes or No

If you selected “Other,” please describe your intended expenditures:
Type response here; form will expand to fit
Assurances
Type an “x” in the space given to indicate you provide all of the assurances that follow: _____
We shall provide equitable services to students and teachers in non-public schools “in the same manner as provided under section 1117 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965.” (Section 18005(a) of the CARES Act.)
The control of funds for the services and assistance we provide to a non-public school or schools shall be in a public agency, and a public agency shall administer such funds, materials, equipment, and property and shall provide such services (or may contract for the provision of such services with a public or private entity).
To the greatest extent practicable, we shall continue to pay our employees and contractors during the period of any disruptions or closures related to coronavirus.
We will administer this program in accordance with all applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications.
The control of funds provided to this local educational agency under this program will be in a public agency, and a public agency will administer those funds and property.
We will use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that will ensure proper disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid to us under this program.
We will make reports to the Minnesota Department of Education and to the United States Secretary of Education as may reasonably be necessary to enable the Department and the Secretary to perform their duties.
We will maintain such records and provide access to them as the Department or the Secretary deem necessary to perform their duties.
We will provide reasonable opportunities for the participation by teachers, parents, and other interested agencies, organizations, and individuals in the planning for and operation of this program.
Any application, evaluation, periodic program plan or report relating to this program will be made readily available to parents and other members of the general public.
In the case of a project involving construction, (a) the project will not be consistent with overall state plans for the construction of school facilities, and (b) in developing plans for construction, due consideration will be given to excellence of architecture and design and to compliance with standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 in order to ensure that facilities constructed with the use of federal funds are accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities.
We have adopted effective procedures for acquiring and disseminating to teachers and administrators participating in this program significant information from educational research, demonstrations, and similar projects, and for adopting where appropriate promising educational practices developed through such projects.
None of the funds expended under this program will be used to acquire equipment (including computer software) in any instance in which such acquisition results in a direct financial benefit to any organization representing the interests of the purchasing entity or its employees or any affiliate of such an organization.
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