Template: LEA Letter to Nonpublic Schools Regarding Eligibility to Participate in CARES Act Education Relief Programs 
Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) are required to notify all nonpublic schools within their boundaries of their eligibility to participate in one or more of the CARES Act Education Relief Programs. LEAs must give a minimum of 10 business days for nonpublic schools to respond with a completed Nonpublic Intent to Participate – CARES Act form. LEAs should attempt (and document their attempts) to contact the nonpublic school at least three times, using at least two different methods (U.S. mail, email, Skype, telephone, etc.). Nonresponsive nonpublic schools are considered not participating. 
Below is a sample letter that an LEA might send to the nonpublic schools in their boundaries. 
LEAs may use this template, but are not required to do so.
___________________________
Dear (Nonpublic School Official Name): 							
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act includes an Education Stabilization Fund, which in turn contains two major sources of funding for schools: the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund and the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund. As a nonpublic school within the attendance boundaries of <<LEA Name>>, you may be eligible to participate in one or more of the CARES Act Education Relief Programs. 
Governor's Emergency Education Relief (GEER) funds can be used for a combination of (participating nonpublic schools will similarly be limited to funding these priorities):
Expanding technology capacity to meet student learning needs, with particular attention to increasing broadband access, establishing wireless hotspots and purchasing devices such as laptops or tablets for students.
Improving student-to-teacher ratios for summer school programming to, at most, six students per teacher.
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds are divided into two streams: a formula-based allocation and state-directed grants. 
The formula-based allocation to districts and charter schools is based on their allocations under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). These funds can be used for a wide range of expenses to meet local needs and are not considered Title I, Part A funds. 
There are 12 allowable categories of use for these funds.
The nonpublic school and LEA do not need to use these funds in the same ways.
Nonpublic schools do not need to participate in Title I, Part A to participate in this program.
State-directed grants, provided to districts and charter schools that do not receive a formula-based allocation, districts and charter schools that receive less than $10,000 from their formula-based allocation, and districts and charter schools whose share of students from historically underserved populations is less than their share of other ESSER funds, can be used for a combination of (participating nonpublic schools will similarly be limited to funding these priorities):
Supplementing GEER funds for summer school programming and technology
Supporting mental health
Meeting the needs of historically underserved populations
Specific allocations to nonpublic schools depends on the participation of nonpublic schools. Funds will be distributed to all participating nonpublic schools. Prior participation in federal education programs is not a prerequisite.
The U.S. Department of Education requires each LEA to receive confirmation of a nonpublic school’s intent to participate or intent to decline participation in these programs. Kindly return the enclosed Intent to Participate form by <<enter date at least 10 business days from send date>>. A consultation meeting will be scheduled with participating schools upon the return of the enclosed form. Consultations will take place prior to <<LEA Name>> submitting an application for these funds to the Minnesota Department of Education. Please contact me if you have any questions, concerns, or would like additional information. 
Sincerely,
<<Signature and contact information>>
Enclosed: Intent to Participate form with a postage-paid return envelope (return by <<DATE>>)


Document Name	1

