
Calculating Nonpublic Share of GEER and ESSER Funds 
Updated September 2020
This guidance provides information for local educational agencies (LEAs) about calculating the nonpublic share of funds received from the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) and Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds created by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act. This document replaces the initial guidance issued by MDE in June 2020 and the subsequent guidance issued in August 2020. 
This updated guidance follows the legal resolution of the challenge to the US Department of Education’s Interim Final Rule. The Interim Final Rule is no longer in effect as of September 4, 2020. 
Previous MDE guidance on equitable share in ESSER/GEER awards recommended each LEA be prepared to adjust its calculation to comply with potential changes to the requirements, based on resolutions to legal challenges. The legal challenges have been resolved and this document serves to clarify the current requirements. Though not expected at this time, MDE will update relevant guidance in the event the US Department of Education makes additional changes to the requirements of the program. 
Nonpublic School Participation
A nonpublic school may choose to participate in one or more CARES Act programs regardless of past participation in Title I or other federal programs.
An LEA must give all nonpublic schools the opportunity to update their participation status for each CARES Act program in which the LEA is participating. LEAs must consult with all participating nonpublic schools prior to submitting an application. LEAs must document a follow up to consultation with the updated information included in here. 
Calculating Equitable Share
As indicated in the CARES Act, equitable share for ESSER and GEER awards is calculated using section 1117 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. The number of children ages 5-17 who were eligible for free or reduced-price meals and attended any nonpublic school in the LEA’s boundaries on October 1, 2019 are included in the calculation.  
Given the district-wide nature of the ESSER and GEER awards, all students reside in a participating school attendance area. Therefore, all students attending any nonpublic school within the district boundaries who were FRP-eligible on October 1, 2019 generate equitable share. LEAs are to include all FRP-eligible students in their calculation without regard to residency or participation of a nonpublic school. 
The calculated equitable share will be distributed to all participating nonpublic schools, based on their FRP-eligible student count. 
Districts can either verify numbers directly with each nonpublic school within their boundaries or use the October 1, 2019 Nonpublic Fall Report to access the submitted FRP counts for each nonpublic school. LEAs should have a copy of the submitted report on file or can access a summary through the MDE Data Center’s Student Data – Student report. To generate a spreadsheet with the relevant information, use the following selections for that report: Category: Enrollment  |  Year: 2020  |  Subcategory: ALL  |   Level: Nonpublic 
Implications and Restrictions
There are no supplement not supplant implications. There are no restrictions on which public schools or programs an LEA chooses to serve with these funds. The allowable uses for each program are outlined on the CARES Act Funding Information website. 
Reminder: These federal funds carry the same provisions as other federal funds, including the prohibition of reimbursing nonpublic schools for services (ESEA 18005(b)). The nonpublic equitable share must be used by the LEA to provide services to nonpublic school students and staff. 
Residency: Calculation versus Service
The calculation of equitable share is determined by the total FRP-eligible counts (ages 5-17) of all students attending a public or nonpublic school within the district boundaries. The services provided are for all students in the participating school(s). Students can be served by these programs regardless of their eligibility for free or reduced-price meals or district of residence.
Use of Budget Worksheets
An LEA should use the provided budget worksheet to calculate the equitable share. The budget worksheet can be downloaded from the SERVS Application and should be uploaded with the narrative questions word document and nonpublic school participation summary document as part of the application in SERVS. 
Support Available 
If an LEA has already spent (funds expended, not just planned to be spent) more than the updated equitable share calculation due to the use of the previous guidance, the LEA should contact mde.esea@state.mn.us to determine next steps. The LEA should provide a summary of the funds spent, services provided, and communication with the nonpublic school(s) in question.
Contact Alicia Waeffler (alicia.waeffler@state.mn.us) with questions about nonpublic equitable share of federal funds. Contact Michael Diedrich (michael.diedrich@state.mn.us) with any general questions about the use of ESSER or GEER awards or the ESSER/GEER applications.
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