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Summer Food Service Program/Seamless Summer Option School Year 2020-21 Questions and 
Answers for Schools 
October 14, 2020 

School nutrition programs (SNP) have the option to operate either the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), Seamless Summer Option (SSO), or the National 
School Lunch Program (NSLP)/School Breakfast Program (SBP) for the 2020-21 school year. Local schools/districts may be operating in one or more of the 
learning models, including in-person, hybrid or distance learning throughout the school year. Each of these methods presents unique issues for school food 
authorities (SFAs). This document provides answers to common questions related to food program operations for the 2020-21 school year as schools move 
through the three learning models. 

Searching this document: Questions & Answers (Q&A) are organized in tables by the content areas listed below. New questions that are added will be dated and 
placed at the top of each content area table. Select the hyperlink in the list below to jump to the content area tables. You can also search this document using a 
key word.  Select the “Control” key and the “F” key at the same time. A pop-up box will be provided to enter a key word. Type the key word in the box and select 
“Enter”. All instances of the key word will be highlighted in the document. Key word searches work best if you limit the search to one or two words. 

Question categories: 

What’s New

Food Safety 

SFSP Application/Site Eligibility 

Meal Pattern/Menu 

Operational/Service Model 

SFSP/SSO Training Requirements 

Counting and Claiming Meals 

Applications for Educational Benefits 

Financial 
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What’s New 
Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

10/14/20 Do we still need to send households a 
Notice of Approval/Denial Letter for 
School Meal Benefits letter even though 
all students will receive free meals under 
the SFSP and SSO? 

Yes, continue to notify households of their application approval or denial. We recommend 
amending the letter to explain that students will receive free meals until June 30, 2021 or when 
funding is exhausted. Meal charges will resume for paid eligible students when your SFA returns to 
operation of the NSLP/SBP. You can stress to families that an Application for Educational Benefits 
can be completed at any time during the school year if they experience a change in employment 
and/or household size. 

10/14/20 Our staff are working with households to 
complete the Application for Educational 
Benefits by phone.  Is an electronic 
signature allowed on an application? 

USDA has issued guidance regarding electronic transaction for Child Nutrition Programs see the 
guidance in the Update on Electronic Transactions in the Child Nutrition Programs policy memo. 

10/14/20 Can Applications for Educational Benefits 
be emailed or faxed to/from households 
to minimize the risk of exposure? 

Applications for Educational Benefits may be provided to households and submitted to the school 
via fax or email. All disclosure restrictions must be met. Typed signatures are not permitted. 

10/14/20 We do not offer home delivery at this 
time. How do we get meals to the 
students if their household is under 
quarantine? 

There is no requirement to deliver the meals to the homes of quarantined students. Schools are 
encouraged to explore “no contact” methods for providing meals to these households. 

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=056178&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=056178&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fupdate-electronic-transactions-child-nutrition-programs-1&data=02%7C01%7Cerika.hixon%40state.mn.us%7C7611d66ceaf44879009508d863ed56dc%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637369218293488211&sdata=ImkoZPPfxn5fFS07Ipi0ly6P1Rv5iCt01w%2BQ7FNEfPI%3D&reserved=0
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

10/14/20 How will SFAs claim meals from August to 
the day the application under SFSP/SSO 
was approved if originally approved for 
NSLP/SBP? 

An SFA can claim under SFSP/SSO back to the first day of school.  The sponsor needs to make sure 
their SFSP/SSO application is updated with the correct dates. 

Claims cannot be submitted until the SFSP/SSO application is updated and approved for the 
months and days of operation covered under the SFSP/SSO extension waiver. 

 If a site has already claimed under NSLP/SBP for August: 

If the sponsor has already claimed for a site in August under NSLP/SBP, the sponsor will need to 
create a downward adjustment for that site and re-claim under SFSP/SSO. Once the application is 
approved, the sponsor can re-submit their claim under SFSP/SSO back to the first day of school.  

• Recoveries for downward adjustments will not be recovered from an SFSP/SSO payments.  
The recovery will be in a "pending" status until a new NSLP/SBP claim is made.  Therefore, 
the recovery will either happen on the first payment after transition to NSLP/SBP or 
through an invoice from MDE. 

 If a site has not claimed for August: 

If a sponsor has not claimed for a site under NSLP/SBP for August and wants to claim under 
SFSP/SSO instead, they can do that back to the first day of school. 

 If payments were received for NSLP/SBP meals for students not eligible for free/reduced-price 
meals: 

Payments cannot be taken for any meals claimed under SFSP/SSO.  If students not eligible for 
free/reduced-price meals were charged for any meals claimed under SFSP/SSO, the charges must 
be refunded.  The balance can remain in the accounts for use when the SFA transitions back to 
NSLP/SBP or returned.  The SFA should follow their local process for refunding meal account 
balances.  
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

10/14/20 How can an SFA provide a snack if 
operating SFSP/SSO? 

USDA recently released a waiver to the area eligibility of the CACFP At-Risk program.  SFAs can 
operate SFSP/SSO for breakfast and lunch and then provide CACFP At-Risk for a snack.  This waiver 
expires on June 30, 2021 or earlier if funding is exhausted. 

In order to provide CACFP At-Risk, the SFA needs to complete an application in CLiCS for each site 
that wants to operate CACFP At-Risk and also create a sponsor application. 

Please review the Nutrition Program Bulletin—Week of September 21, 2020 for more information. 

 When reviewing the steps to enroll: 

• Please disregard Step 1, as the nationwide waiver mentioned above waives the site
eligibility requirement.

• Please use existing CLiCS site ID numbers for the application

 What to know about CACFP At-Risk snack: 

• SFAs can choose either the NSLP or CACFP At-Risk meal pattern

• CACFP At-Risk has additional monitoring visit (CACFP 12-2013, SFSP 14-2013)

• CACFP At-Risk can be served on non-school days

10/14/20 We are doing hybrid learning. Monday and 
Tuesday are on-site, Wednesday through 
Friday is distance learning. Which meals 
will qualify for SFSP and be free to 
students? 

All SFSP meals can be served at no cost to students, regardless of the learning model used (on-site, 
distance, or hybrid). 

10/14/20 How can we apply for a meal pattern 
flexibility waiver? 

MDE is accepting meal pattern waiver requests via an online survey. Select this link to apply. 
Waiver requests are intended to support access to nutritious meals while minimizing potential 
exposure to COVID-19. Requests must be for current needs of short duration and must be 
submitted by sponsor (not site or foodservice management company) contacts.  

Additional information about the waiver may be found in the USDA meal pattern waiver memos: 
National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, and the Child and Adult Care Food 
Program or the Summer Food Service Program/Seamless Summer Option. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMDE/bulletins/2a1fc8a
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveygizmo.com%2Fs3%2F5839242%2FFall-2020-Meal-Pattern-Flexibility-Waiver&data=02%7C01%7Cerika.hixon%40state.mn.us%7C8e83bcaa75414f97ab4a08d85fd40e5f%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637364711659482154&sdata=iPs1XGsBc6PdBqrX5vwD2WxeFKmSc1R2TJyUKcf6m70%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fresource-files%2FCOVID-19MealPatternNationwideWaiverSY20-21s.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cerika.hixon%40state.mn.us%7C8e83bcaa75414f97ab4a08d85fd40e5f%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637364711659492105&sdata=iDJClGqt9a0Xcat%2BZ6cowu9lgL0hgtSHY3vw0XE8aZU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fresource-files%2FCOVID-19MealPatternNationwideWaiverSY20-21s.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cerika.hixon%40state.mn.us%7C8e83bcaa75414f97ab4a08d85fd40e5f%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637364711659492105&sdata=iDJClGqt9a0Xcat%2BZ6cowu9lgL0hgtSHY3vw0XE8aZU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fdisaster%2Fpandemic%2Fcovid-19%2Fcn-extension7-meal-pattern&data=02%7C01%7Cerika.hixon%40state.mn.us%7C8e83bcaa75414f97ab4a08d85fd40e5f%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637364711659492105&sdata=pEPeZY6tbEe1ephgmeS3gYiT9wsOraQ2wcEXRUh63hY%3D&reserved=0
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

10/14/20 How do we apply for a waiver for meal 
pattern requirement changes as a result of 
the court vacating the 2018 final rule 
flexibilities for milk, whole grains and 
sodium requirements? 

There is no need to apply for a meal pattern wavier when implementing these menu changes. MDE 
has automatically extended to all SFAs the ability to retain 50% whole grain rich grains per week, 
sodium target level 1 and 1% flavored milk through June 30, 2021. Additional information about 
meal pattern requirements past June 30, 2021 will be provided as it is received from USDA. 

10/14/20 Are we required to accommodate Special 
Diets while operating SFSP? 

Yes, this requirement is the same as all child nutrition programs. Please refer to our Special Diet 
Guidebook for detailed instruction.  

10/14/20 We are using a clicker counter to track our 
SFSP meals and I am wondering if we can 
then enter the number directly into our 
electronic POS software which we are 
using as a tracker or if we have to enter it 
on a hard copy clicker count sheet AND in 
the POS? 

It is fine to enter your counts directly from the clicker to your POS system. Two items to keep in 
mind:  

1. If any paper record of the count is kept at the point of service, even scratch paper, that needs
to be retained.

2. If multiple clickers are used at a meal service, there needs to be a record kept of each
individual clicker’s total.

10/14/20 Do adult meals purchased under SFSP 
receive the same portion sizes that we 
serve the students? 

Yes, adult meals should receive the same portion sizes as the student, however the SFSP portion 
sizes may be larger for older youth and adults. 

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE085813&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE085813&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
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Food Safety 
Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 If meals will not be sent to classrooms, 
what is the best seating arrangement in 
the cafeteria for both in-person and hybrid 
learning models? 

When using the hybrid learning model, schools must reduce occupancy to a maximum of 50% and 
students are required to remain 6 feet apart at all times. You may consider alternate eating 
locations, such as classrooms, gyms, libraries, and outdoor spaces when weather permits.  

When using the in-person learning model, 6 feet of spacing is recommended, but not necessarily 
required. 

The ultimate goal for either learning model is to ensure proper spacing between students and to 
limit the amount of time they spend directly facing each other. When planning seating 
arrangements in the cafeteria, think about your current table shapes and sizes. How can you 
arrange seating so that students are not sitting directly across from each other, where they are 
more likely to be exposed to each other’s germs while talking and eating? 

How many students can you fit at each table while striving for 6 feet of distance between each 
student? Round tables designed for 8 students should now seat no more than 4 students. Use 
staggered seating at rectangular tables; students sit at every other seat on one side, and every 
other seat on the opposite side, but starting at the seat that’s not directly across the table from a 
student. See graphic examples below. 

Consider placing students into small “cohorts” to reduce the amount of contact students have with 
multiple people. Stagger meal times to reduce the number of students in the cafeteria at one time. 
These practices limit the potential amount of sharing of germs and make contact tracing of the 
virus easier. 

     

8/25/20 What is the protocol on students being 
able to bring their own lunch into school?  
Is that going to be a possibility? 

Students will be able to bring their own lunch from home following local school or district policies. 
Nothing has changed regarding lunches from home. 
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

8/25/20 In the different learning models, is social 
distancing recommended for students 
standing in the lunch line? 

As described in the MDH 2020-21 Planning Guide for Schools, this depends on the learning 
model being utilized. 

For in-person learning: 

MDH lists maintaining 6 feet of social distancing as a recommendation, recognizing that this may 
not always be feasible with this learning model: "Minimize opportunities for exposure (especially 
when students are around each other for 15 minutes or more) by ensuring social distancing of at 
least 6 feet between people whenever possible." Schools are required; however, to mark 6 feet of 
spacing to remind students and staff to always stay 6 feet apart in lines and at other times they 
may congregate (e.g., during lunch, arrival and dismissal, restrooms, locker rooms, etc.). 

For hybrid learning: 

MDH lists maintaining 6 feet of social distance as a requirement: "Ensure sufficient social 
distancing with at least 6 feet between people at all times when in school facilities. 

Please contact your local health sanitarian for assistance. 

8/19/20 In a hybrid model are we allowed to send 
meals home on the bus with students for 
distance learning days? 

Yes. If sending meals home with students, consider such how to safely transport the food to the 
child’s home via the bus (for example, if students are on the bus for a number of hours with frozen 
food), training potentially non-foodservice staff on proper counting and claiming procedures, etc. 
One suggestion might be to consider shelf-stable meal options for some of the days to simplify 
planning and ensure perishable meals are consumed first. Ask your local health 
inspector/sanitarian for additional guidance to ensure you are meeting all local health and safety 
requirements. 

8/19/20 Can we provide frozen entrees that need 
to be heated at home for distance learning 
and hybrid models or does food need to 
be ready to eat? 

Yes. You may provide frozen meals intended to be reheated at home as long as you have provided 
clear re-heating instructions and an ingredient label if it is a commercially prepared product. Cold, 
ready-to-eat items do not need the ingredient list (including allergens) listed. Refer to the Food 
Safety Guidance for Meal Distribution page of our website. 

8/19/20 What would be a sanitary method for 
providing silverware and condiments to 
classrooms if bag lunches are provided? 

If providing bagged lunches, the best practice would be to include the silverware, napkin, and 
condiments in the bag. If this is not possible, then care should be taken to ensure items are not 
handled by multiple individuals. One option could be for a school staff member to distribute the 
items to each student. 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/practice/connect/findlph.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/practice/connect/findlph.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/practice/connect/findlph.html
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/fnscovid19/MDE032397
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/fnscovid19/MDE032397
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

8/19/20 Do all items served to students need to be 
individually wrapped/packaged (ex. 
French fries, mashed potatoes) or can the 
meal as a whole be wrapped/packaged 
(for example placed on a tray and sealed 
or in a closed container such as a 
clamshell)? 

The MDH guidance says “Meals, snacks, and beverages served at school must be individually 
packaged, wherever possible.” So it is not necessary to purchase only pre-packaged food items if it 
doesn’t fit your menu. Nor is it required that you assemble all 5 components in one unit. You could 
serve the milk separately since it is already “pre-packaged”. Your staff may “individually package” 
items, such as wrapping a hamburger or cupping applesauce, if it makes service and distribution 
easier and safer. You could place a meal in a closed clam-shell container, bag or box, but you 
wouldn’t have to “seal” it.  

The second part of MDH’s guidance says “Where individual packaging is not possible, food and 
beverages must be served directly to students.” The guidance doesn’t say “it must be wrapped or 
sealed at all times.” Depending on the various learning models that are in place, the food service 
staff need to prepare the food and serve it directly to students on their tray or distribute the meal 
via closed container, individually packed items (such as milk) or bagged/boxed methods. 

If meals are being “delivered” to classrooms or other areas, you would need to protect the meal in 
some way, i.e., in a clam-shell, bag or other covered container. You could consider using a covered 
serving cart or bun warmer. 
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

8/19/20 1. Can students come to the cafeteria to 
pick up their meals?  

2. Do all food items need to be 
individually packaged? 

3. Can students choose items if staff are 
serving the items? 

4. Can students grab their own food if it 
is individually packaged? 

5. Can students carry their own trays to 
their classrooms? Do the trays have to 
be covered? 

1. Yes. A traditional serving line in the cafeteria is absolutely permitted and might be the best 
choice for your schools. See MDH 2020-21 Planning Guide for Schools for further guidance. 

2. MDH guidance says that. “Meals, snacks, and beverages served at school must be individually 
packaged, wherever possible. Where individual packaging is not possible, food and beverages 
must be served directly to students. As always, ensure the safety of children with food 
allergies.” 

3. Yes, students can indicate to staff which food items they would like. The food service staff 
needs to place the food on the student tray if the food is not pre-wrapped or packaged. This 
would allow for OVS to be implemented. 

4. Yes, students can select their own food, including milk, if it is prepackaged. However, care 
should be taken that they do not touch multiple items at once.  For example, students can self-
select the milk carton, but schools are encouraged to display the milk in a way that students 
would have minimal contact with milk cartons. Staff may want to limit the number of milk 
cases in the milk cooler, or set the milk cartons out individually in a chilled salad bar (which 
would not be in operation) for each service. See MDH 2020-21 Planning Guide for Schools for 
further guidance.  

5. Yes, students can carry their own trays back to their classroom. 

If the students are coming to the cafeteria and taking the tray back to another location, it is not 
required that the tray be covered. You may consider a “clam shell” container, similar to a "to-go" 
box from a restaurant, which could be shut if students are taking the meal to another location. 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf
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SFSP Application/Site Eligibility 
Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/2020 I have submitted my updated application 
in Cyber-Linked Interactive Child Nutrition 
System (CLiCS), but it is still shown as 
"Submitted for Approval" and under the 
sites it says "Not Applicable". Have I done 
something incorrectly? 

If you see these statuses that means the application has not been approved yet. Once the 
application in submitted status is reviewed and approved – an effective date range will populate. 

Currently, there are many applications in submitted status waiting for review/approval.  Thank you 
for your patience as we work through approving these applications; please note this may take a 
little while. Upon review, if there are questions - an applications staff member will reach out to 
you.  If no questions and the application(s) are able to be approved, the status will change. You can 
check the status using the following steps: 

1. Select Applications and make the following selections from the drop down menu: 

Program Type: SFSP 

Program Year: 2021 

Search Type: Site 

9/16/2020 We were not “area eligible” in the spring. 
Can we now serve meals to all students at 
no charge on SFSP? 

Yes. All school sites are now considered “area eligible” in the state of Minnesota. This is due to the 
economic conditions as a result of COVID-19. 

9/19/2020 Can some of our school sites be “open” 
and some be “closed enrolled”? 

Yes. 
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/2020 Who can we (SFAs) “enroll” and provide 
meals to if we operate a closed enrolled 
site? 

The determination of who is enrolled at each site will be a local decision. An SFA choosing to be 
closed-enrolled needs to serve children who have an established relationship with the site. Closed-
enrolled sites must maintain a list of enrolled students.  

The closed-enrolled site classification is not intended to pick and choose or limit access to specific 
groups of children.   

Examples of closed-enrolled classification include but are not limited to: 

Site is serving children enrolled in that school and: 

1. Site is used as a consolidated distribution site for multiple school sites
2. Children at district-sponsored Pre-K
3. Children that attend programs at that site
4. Children at sites where district has a contract/agreement to serve

a. Site should be entered into CLiCS

 Examples of open site classification include but are not limited to: 

1. Site is serving their district-enrolled children, distance learning students in their geographical
area and home-schooled students

2. Site wants to advertise to online students not enrolled in the district, students doing distance
learning in their geographical area and students that attend programs in district

Keep in mind that meals will only be available at no charge to these students through June 30, 
2021 or until funding is exhausted.  

9/19/2020 An SFA has a catering contract with a 
school (charter or private as example) in 
the district and we are planning to do 
SFSP/SSO closed-enrolled. Can we offer 
them meals at no cost if we are doing 
SFSP/SSO closed-enrolled? 

There are a couple of options: 

1. Is the school a sponsoring organization participating in NSLP? If so, the school can either
remain on NSLP or become an SFSP/SSO sponsor and claim meals under their own
sponsorship. Your district can remain the caterer, as previously planned.

a. SSO is encouraged if the school is going to become their own sponsor.

2. Your district can add the school as a site under your SFSP sponsorship, and claim the meals.
The school site can be a closed-enrolled site. It will need to be confirmed that the site isn’t also
claiming the same meals. Your sponsorship assumes all responsibility for training, etc.
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/2020 On the site landing page in CLiCS it shows 
that our sites have been approved through 
April 2021. Do I still need to update the 
site applications? 

Please wait for further instructions from MDE. 

9/19/2020 We did not participate in SFSP in March -
August 2020 are we able to start 
participating as an SFSP sponsor for fall 
2020 under the extended waiver?  

Yes. 

9/19/2020 In order to operate SFSP/SSO does each 
site need to meet the 50% free/reduced-
price eligibility threshold? 

No. All sites in Minnesota, regardless of students eligible for free and reduced-price meals, are able 
to participate in SFSP/SSO until June 30, 2021 or earlier if funding is exhausted. 

9/19/2020 How do I complete my SFSP or SSO 
sponsor application in CLICS? 

Instructions for completing the SFSP/SSO application are available at Food and Nutrition COVID-19 
Resources, in the School Nutrition Program drawer, select the ‘+’on the SNP banner in the center 
of the page. 

9/19/2020 How do I add a site application in CLiCS? To create a Site application for a site that already has a site ID number in CLiCS: 

1. Log into CLiCS and Select “Applications” from the navigation bar.
2. Select Program Type: SFSP
3. Select Program Year: 2021
4. Select Search Type: Site
5. Open the site dropdown list and select “Other Site.” Selecting “Other Site” will cause the

screen to refresh and create a “Validation Error.”
6. Enter the ten-digit Site ID number in the “Other Site ID” field.
7. Select “Create 2020-2021 Application.”
8. Complete the application and save.

9/19/2020 I am submitting a site application for a 
new SFSP site. Do I need to submit a site 
supplement? 

Yes. Site supplement(s) must be completed and submitted under number 11 on the CLiCS site 
application(s) for any new SFSP sites. New sites are any sites that have not operated SFSP in 
Program Year 2021. 

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/fnscovid19/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/fnscovid19/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=043150&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/2020 I only participated under SFSP at two of 
my school sites this summer. Am I able to 
participate in SFSP at my other three 
school sites? 

Yes. All school sites in Minnesota will be considered area eligible for SFSP/SSO due to the economic 
conditions related to COVID-19. The SFSP/SSO site application(s) must be submitted before you 
can claim meals under either of these programs. 

9/19/2020 Can I select “restricted open site” as the 
classification of site on my SFSP site 
application?  

Sites classified as restricted open must be open to all children in the area, but meal service can 
then be limited for reasons of space, security, safety, or control. Meal service may not be limited to 
a particular group of children, this would be considered closed enrolled. During SFSP/SSO 
operations for fall 2020 we recommend schools operate closed enrolled or open sites. 

9/19/2020 How do I complete the budget on the SFSP 
sponsor application? 

The 2021 SFSP Program year runs from May 1, 2020 through April 30, 2021, so the budget should 
capture planned revenues and expenses for SFSP operations during that time period.  

1. New sponsors (those that didn't operate in summer 2019 or in July or August 2020) should:

• Estimate projected income by multiplying the estimated number of meals to be
served by the reimbursement rate. View the Reimbursement Rates 2020 - Summer
Food Service Program.

• Estimated projected operational and administrative expenses
• If you have a budget entered from May and June, do not clear those numbers out.

Estimate revenues/expenses for September through December and add those
estimates to the previous estimates.

2. Renewing sponsors do not need to update their sponsor application, so the budget does
not need to be updated.

9/19/2020 My site is not area eligible. What do I 
select in question 3 (Site Participation 
Eligibility) on the site application? 

Leave question 3 on the site application blank. 

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=041794&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=041794&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/2020 Under SNP we have two sites (Secondary 
and Elementary) but they are in the same 
building/same address. Under SFSP I only 
have an application for the Elementary 
site. Do I need to create an SFSP site 
application for the Secondary school or 
can I claim all meals served under the 
Elementary site? 

You can claim all meals under the Elementary site since the sites share the same addresses. 

9/19/2020 My school did not serve meals in July or 
August but participated in SFSP from 
March to June. Can I update my 
application or do I need to complete a 
whole new application? 

You can update the sponsor and site applications. Program Year 2021 applications are effective 
from May 2020-April 2021. If a sponsor participated in SFSP in any months during May-August 
2020, the applications will simply need to be updated. 

See the training section Q&A below for training requirements for SFSP/SSO. 

9/19/2020 If Summer School is elected on the SFSP 
site application can my school be a closed 
enrolled site?  

The summer school option is for regular summer operation of SFSP/SSO. Sponsors should select 
the second option (“No, Site does not offer Summer School”) under “Summer School Program” on 
the CLiCS site application during the SFSP operations for fall 2020. Any site can choose to operate 
as a closed enrolled site during fall 2020. 

9/19/2020 If we start the year participating in SFSP, 
what are the steps to reapply for the 
NSLP/SBP after June 30, 2021 or whenever 
the funding is exhausted? 

Submit the 2021 SNP sponsor and site applications in CLICS now to avoid having to submit the 
applications in December. You can have both the SNP and SFSP applications approved at the same 
time. 

9/19/2020 Where can I find the template letter to 
send to the local Health Department? 

New sponsors (those that didn't operate in summer 2019 or in July or August 2020) must notify the 
local health department(s) in writing of all Summer Food Service Program site locations and upload 
the notification letter(s) to the sponsor application in CLiCS. The Health Department Notification is 
available from the SFSP Applications page. This document contains a link to the Minnesota 
Department of Health web page with the sanitarian directory and a sample of the letter to be sent. 

9/8/2020 Do we have to wait for our application to 
be approved before starting SFSP/SSO? 

No, however sponsor and site applications must be submitted before meal service begins. School 
Food Authorities will be given first priority to operate SFSP/SSO in an area and SFA SFSP/SSO 
applications will be approved prior to community organization SFSP applications. 

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=043149&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/FNS/SFSP/App/
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/8/2020 Are Residential Child Care Institutions 
(RCCIs) permitted to elect Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) or the Seamless 
Summer Option (SSO) participation? 

No, Residential Child Care Institutions (RCCIs) may not participate in the Summer Food Service 
Program (SFSP) or the Seamless Summer Option (SSO). 

9/19/2020 Can students enrolled in online schools or 
home school receive meals at our schools 
if we are participating in SFSP/SSO the fall 
2020? 

Students enrolled in online or home school schools may receive meals from schools with open 
sites. These students do not typically have access to meals through NSLP/SBP. 

Meal Pattern/Menu 
Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 Is Offer versus Serve (OVS) allowable in 
SFSP? 

Yes, OVS is allowable in SFSP. For more information on OVS in SFSP see the SFSP Sponsor 
Administration Guide. If OVS will be utilized, it must be selected in the Menu Planning Option 
under the SFSP Meal Pattern or NSLP/SBP Meal Patterns on number 9 on the CLiCS site application. 

9/19/20 What are the SFSP meal pattern 
requirements? 

See the Meal Pattern Card for SFSP meal pattern requirements. 

9/19/20 Can we follow the NSLP meal pattern if we 
choose to operate the SFSP? 

If the SFA elects the SFSP, the SFA can follow the SFSP or the NSLP and SBP meal patterns. If the 
SFA elects the SSO, the SFA must follow the NSLP and SBP meal patterns. 

https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/sfsp/SFSP_Admin_Guide_Sept2016.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/sfsp/SFSP_Admin_Guide_Sept2016.pdf
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=041554&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary


16 

Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 Are food production records required for 
SFSP/SSO? 

Sponsors/sites must maintain records of meals/snacks planned and prepared (or delivered) to 
show that food items offered met meal pattern requirements. This includes: 

• Menus with portion sizes
• Receipts/invoices for food purchases or vended meals
• Meal delivery receipts, if applicable
• Food production records, if used
• Child nutrition (CN) labels or Product Formulation Statements (PFS) for commercially

prepared foods
• Recipes for items prepared with two or more ingredients
• Nutrition facts labels/ingredient lists for grains (bread, crackers, tortillas, etc.)

9/8/20 What meal pattern flexibilities are 
available for each child nutrition program? 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) released the following waivers to address meal pattern 
flexibilities. In order to participate in the waivers, sponsors must submit a request to the state 
agency. Instructions for applying for these additional waivers will be provided in a future bulletin.   

Nationwide Waiver to Allow Meal Pattern Flexibility in the Summer Food Service Program and the 
National School Lunch Program Seamless Summer Option - EXTENSION 7 

Nationwide Waiver to Allow Meal Pattern Flexibility in the Child Nutrition Programs – EXTENSION 
4. 

Operational/Service Model 
Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 Our school plans to operate under the 
NSLP/SBP or SSO for our in person 
learning days. On our hybrid and distance 
learning days are we able to refer students 
to local school districts that are operating 
SFSP/SSO? 

Yes, this is allowable. We recommend you connect with other local districts/schools to determine 
the location of open sites, times of meal distribution and other meal service details to provide to 
your students. 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic/covid-19/cn-extension7-meal-pattern
https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic/covid-19/cn-extension7-meal-pattern
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/COVID-19MealPatternNationwideWaiverSY20-21s.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/COVID-19MealPatternNationwideWaiverSY20-21s.pdf
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 We are preparing all of our meals at one 
site and transporting them to multiple 
sites for distribution. Under an SFSP open 
site would we claim the meals at the site 
where they were prepared or at the site 
they are distributed? 

SFAs may claim meals under either site. You can claim the meals at the student’s enrolled site or 
the site where the meal is served. In either option be sure to count meals where the meal is 
distributed (at the point of service). 

A site application must be submitted in CLiCS for each location where meals are distributed and 
meals should be claimed under the site from which they are distributed. 

9/19/20 Are we required to deliver meals to 
students?  

There is no requirement to deliver meals to students’ homes or to provide meals for students that 
do not request them.  

9/19/20 Do we need household consent to deliver 
meals directly to homes? 

Yes, written consent will be required to deliver meals to student homes. A template is available on 
the MDE website at Food and Nutrition COVID-19 Resources under School Nutrition Resources. 

9/19/20 How do the USDA Food Entitlement rates 
differ from NSLP/SSO to SFSP? 

Entitlement dollars are calculated based on the previous year's meal counts. Meals served 
under the NSLP/SSO earn 24.5 cents per lunch and meals served under the SFSP earn 1.5 
cents per lunch. The difference will be seen in SY21-22 entitlement.  

The USDA Food Entitlement accrues at the following rates: 

• NSLP—24.5 cents per lunch 
• SSO—24.5 cents per lunch 
• SFSP—1.5 cents per lunch 

9/19/20 For contactless home delivery can we 
count the drop off as the point of service? 
Or do we need to give it directly to 
someone to make sure it is received? 

In the home delivery method, if the meal is not delivered directly to someone, you may claim those 
meals. Families must complete a Consent Form for Home Delivered Meals Template—School 
Nutrition Programs for this school year that indicates that they accept the “terms” of the home 
delivery method, which would include general expectations with timing of delivery, food safety, 
etc. 

9/19/2020 If a school distributes five days’ worth of 
meals on Monday morning during the 
school’s designated pick-up time, can the 
breakfast intended to be consumed on 
Monday be picked up as late as noon and 
still be claimed that day? 

Yes. The USDA has extended the Meal Service Time Flexibility in the NSLP, SBP and CACFP which 
will allow programs to continue to serve meals and snacks outside of required times. 

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/fnscovid19/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE033590&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE033590&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/resource-files/COVID-19MealTimesNationwideWaiver-SY20-21s.pdf
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 If serving under SFSP/SSO can a milk be 
offered at no charge to kids who bring bag 
lunches? 

There is no reimbursement available for milk provided to students that bring a bag lunch. Schools 
may choose to offer milk to students at no charge, however this would be considered a non-
program expense and revenue must be received from outside of the nutrition fund to off-set the 
cost of the milk. 

9/19/20 Can we continue to operate Minnesota 
Kindergarten Milk Program (MKMP) if we 
choose to operate SFSP/SSO? 

Yes, you can operate MKMP while you are operating SFSP. You will need to update your Milk 
application for school year 2020-21, continue Point of Service (POS) counts and make sure that 
only Kindergarten students are served through this program. Multiple days' worth of milk can be 
bundled and sent home, however the school must ensure that no more than one half-pint per 
Kindergartener per instructional day is claimed. Schools may ask for the student’s name, grade, PIN 
and/or teacher to identify the student for which milk is being provided. The number of half-pints of 
milk must be recorded at the POS. Refer to the Minnesota Kindergarten Milk Program Fact Sheet 
for additional information. 

9/19/20 Can we still participate in the MKMP 
during a hybrid or distance learning 
model? 

The MKMP can continue to be operated during both hybrid and distance learning models. Schools 
must ensure that milk is distributed only to Kindergarteners.  Multiple days' worth of milk can be 
bundled and sent home, however the school must ensure that no more than one half-pint per 
Kindergartener per instructional day is claimed. Schools may ask for the student’s name, grade, PIN 
and/or teacher to identify the student for which milk is being provided. The number of half-pints of 
milk must be recorded at the POS. Refer to the Minnesota Kindergarten Milk Program Fact Sheet 
for additional information. 

9/8/20 If a school elects the Summer Food Service 
Program (SFSP) or the Seamless Summer 
Option (SSO), may the school distribute 
the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 
(FFVP) snacks at FFVP approved sites? 

Yes. Sites approved for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program may continue FFVP distribution. 
FFVP is approved for parent/guardian pick up and multiple FFVP snacks may be served at the same 
time if the school is following a multiple day distribution model. Minnesota also has a waiver that 
FFVP can be picked up at alternative sites. 

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE072847&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE072847&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
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SFSP/SSO Monitoring/Training Requirements 

Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 I tried to complete a new account to log 
into the online SFSP training, but my 
sponsor ID/name is not in the 
Agency/Sponsor Name dropdown list. 
What should I do? 

Scroll to the bottom of the list of agencies on the Brighton Training website and select the ‘Other’ 
option. 

9/19/20 SFSP requires sponsors to complete onsite 
monitoring visits, is this requirement 
waived for schools participating in SFSP in 
fall 2020? 

No, however, the Nationwide Waiver of Onsite Monitoring Requirements for Sponsoring 
Organizations in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) – Extension 2 allows SFSP sponsors to 
utilize offsite monitoring and has been extended through September 30, 2021. Please note that to 
ensure program integrity during this time, SFSP sponsoring organizations should, to the maximum 
extent practicable, continue monitoring activities of program operations offsite (e.g., through a 
desk audit). 

9/19/20 We participated in SFSP during the 
summer (after June 30) and already 
completed SFSP training. Are we required 
to redo the trainings if we plan to 
participate in SFSP starting again in 
September? 

No, if your staff have already completed SFSP training during spring or summer 2020 you do not 
need to complete training again this fall. At least one person from each site must be trained in 
SFSP operations and all staff should be appropriately trained on their job duties related to SFSP. 

9/19/20 What are the training requirements for 
SFSP and where are those training 
resources located? 

Sponsors that did not operate in the summer of 2019 or operated SFSP in only March, April, May 
or June 2020 must complete training. 

A link to access the online training courses is available on the SFSP Training Webpage. The 
following training courses must be completed by the main sponsor contact: 

• Planning and Administering the SFSP, MDE-100, includes 19 interactive courses (10-15
minutes each)

• Civil Rights, MDE-150 (45 minutes). This does not need to be completed if Civil Rights
training was completed within the past year for the National School Lunch Program.

Sponsors that operated SFSP in the summer of 2019 or in July, August or September 2020 are 
considered renewing applicants and do not need to complete training. 

https://mdebrightontraining.com/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTIuMjU1OTEwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvY24vY292aWQtMTktb25zaXRlLW1vbml0b3JpbmctcmVxdWlyZW1lbnRzLXNwb25zb3JzLXNmc3AtZXh0ZW5zaW9uLTIifQ.pYVzWOiT6qXHRatznvbHG7Ihetu1xVZPIwBTMFem9hU/s/742334651/br/82270292149-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTIuMjU1OTEwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvY24vY292aWQtMTktb25zaXRlLW1vbml0b3JpbmctcmVxdWlyZW1lbnRzLXNwb25zb3JzLXNmc3AtZXh0ZW5zaW9uLTIifQ.pYVzWOiT6qXHRatznvbHG7Ihetu1xVZPIwBTMFem9hU/s/742334651/br/82270292149-l
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/FNS/SFSP/Train/
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 Must we complete the SFSP training 
before we begin SFSP operations? 

SFA sponsors that did not operate in the summer of 2019 or operated SFSP in only March, April, 
May or June 2020 must complete SFSP training, but may begin operations once the application is 
submitted in CLiCS. SFSP regulations are different than the National School Lunch Program and 
sponsors are responsible for knowing and understanding SFSP program requirements. 

8/25/20 Are we required to display the "And 
Justice for All" poster in every classroom if 
we serve meals in classrooms? 

No. It is not feasible or cost effective to require that each classroom display an And Justice for All 
Poster. Instead, schools can display posters in prominent locations throughout the school, such as 
a bulletin board in the main building entrance, the school office or another area frequently visited 
by parents and children. School may prefer to copy posters and put one in each classroom, but 
that is not required. 

8/19/2020 Are non-food service staff permitted to 
assist with meal service/tray delivery? 

Yes. Non-food service staff should be trained in proper handwashing, food safety, food 
distribution, delivery and follow all COVID-19 protocols. 

Counting and Claiming Meals 

Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 With SFSP, do we need to track meals by 
student name and eligibility? 

No. Meals must still be counted at the POS, but you can use a variety of methods for counting 
meals in SFSP. A few examples include clicker counts, tally sheets, student name/roster, the 
electronic PIN system, etc. 

9/19/20 If we are operating a closed enrolled SFSP 
site in a distance or hybrid model, should 
we count by student name and ask the 
parent/student for proof of enrollment at 
meal pick-up? 

Sites operating as closed enrolled must have a plan in place to ensure that meals are provided only 
for enrolled participants. 

9/19/20 Are there advantages to continue to 
record student lunches in our electronic 
meal counting and claiming system versus 
keeping a simple tally sheet or clicker 
count? 

Schools may choose to use their electronic counting and claiming system while operating 
SFSP/SSO. This could be especially useful for sites that are closed enrolled to ensure meals are 
provided only to enrolled students. Use of the electronic system during in-person learning may 
assist a smooth transition back to the regular NSLP/SBP when SFSP funds are exhausted and meals 
must be counted and claimed by eligibility category. 
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Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 If meal(s) are ordered but not picked up at 
the curbside pick-up site, can we still claim 
the meal(s)? 

Regardless of the delivery method, only meals provided to children can be claimed for 
reimbursement. If a family did not pick up their meal(s), you cannot claim the meal(s). 

9/19/20 We are going to apply for the SFSP but we 
also participate in Voluntary Pre-
kindergarten (VPK). Should we keep 
count of our 4 year olds separate from 
SFSP for reimbursement? 

Students that participate in VPK can be claimed for SFSP reimbursement, as long as they are not 
also claimed in VPK. Normal VPK procedures resume when the school returns to claiming under 
the NSLP/SBP. 

9/19/20 If a school elects participation in the 
SFSP/SSO, can the school claim all meals 
served to students under the elected 
program regardless of the learning model 
chosen? 

Yes, a school may serve all students meals regardless of learning model. 

9/19/20 Can second meals served under SFSP/SSO 
be claimed for reimbursement? If not, can 
we charge students for them? 

Sponsors and sites must plan/prepare one meal per child per day for each meal type. Sites should 
make sure that all children receive one meal before any child is served a complete second meal, or 
before any adult meals are served. Even with careful planning, there may occasionally be meals 
leftover at a site at the end of the meal service. If offered to participants, a limited number of 
second meals can be claimed in the SFSP. Additional information about offering and claiming 
second meals is available in the SFSP Administrative Guide. 

9/19/20 Can schools charge students for meals 
that have been ordered for pickup, but the 
student and/or parent does not come to 
pick them up? 

No.  The school cannot charge for the meals if they weren’t picked up. 

9/8/20 Can a site provide and claim holiday and 
weekend meals if operating SFSP/SSO? 

Yes, holiday and weekend meals can be provided under SFSP/SSO in addition to non-school days, 
but are not required.  Holiday and weekend meals are not allowed when operating NSLP/SBP. 

5/1/2020 Can we serve adult meals? Yes, however, you cannot claim meals served to adults in the SFSP program. Unless they meet the 
definition of program adults (See USDA guidance for definition), you must charge them for their 
meal. 

https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/sfsp/SFSP_Admin_Guide_Sept2016.pdf
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=059862&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
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Applications for Educational Benefits 

Date 
Added 

Question Answer 

9/19/20 Do households need to apply for meal 
benefits for the 2020-21 school year? 

Yes, schools should continue to collect and process Applications for Educational Benefits and run 
direct certification matches to be ready to resume the NSLP/SBP operations in January 2021 or 
when funding is exhausted. This is also critical for identifying compensatory aid for public schools 
and MARSS deadlines still apply. You can enlist those in administration to encourage the timely 
submission of these applications. 

9/19/20 Can we send a postcard to households 
informing them of where to find or how to 
request an Application for Educational 
Benefits? 

A postcard informing households of where to find the application is acceptable but households 
must also receive the information letter. The information letter may be distributed via postal 
service, e-mail or included in an information packet. A detailed list of the information letter 
requirements is available from the Eligibility Manual for School Meals (page 11-13). 

9/19/20 What do I do if a parent calls about a 
Pandemic EBT Food Program (P-EBT) 
denial? 

If the student was eligible to receive free or reduced-price meal benefits in the 2019-20 school 
year, SFAs should provide to parents for school year 2019-2020 one of the following: 

• Eligibility notification letter
• A letter from a school administrator validating free or reduced status
• School report card if a Community Eligibility Provisions (CEP) school

9/8/20 If a school operates under the SFSP/SSO, 
should the school collect Applications for 
Educational Benefits and complete the 
verification process? 

Schools should continue to collect and process Applications for Educational Benefits and run 
direct certification matches. This is critical for identifying compensatory aid for public schools 
and MARSS deadlines still apply. 

We are seeking clarification from the USDA on the timing of the annual application verification 
process. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcn%2FSP36_CACFP15_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cdonna.becker%40state.mn.us%7C757e730f72534e16cc0f08d848697554%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637338965056917615&sdata=e414YfivxEfOjMewp0tNfOdIO%2F157zEaK42EWbTpneM%3D&reserved=0
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Financial 

Date Added Question Answer 

9/19/2020 Do schools need to change their paid 
adult meal price to be at least the 
minimum for SFSP? 

No. During this temporary period of SFSP operation, the adult meal price may remain the price 
that was set for NSLP for the school year as long as it is at or above the minimum price of $3.85. 

9/19/2020 Can students continue to purchase 
second entrees, extra milk, and a la 
carte items if we operate SFSP? 

Yes, you can offer a second entrée and another milk as a la carte items for purchase only (not free 
of charge) by students. The revenue and expense associated with these items would need to be 
coded as nonprogram food revenue and expense. 

9/19/2020 Can transportation costs to deliver 
meals to bus stops or homes be 
charged to food service? 

No. Transportation is included in the per-pupil funding the district receives during the school year. 
Home delivery or bus route delivery of meals is not required. It is a district decision to use those 
methods of distributing meals. This allows for some flexibility in methods of distribution: curbside, 
home delivery, bus stop pickup, etc. 

9/19/2020 What UFARS codes do we use to record 
revenue and expenses for SY20-21? 

All revenue and allowable expense should be recorded in Fund 02, Program 770. The Finance code 
will depend upon the meal program you are claiming meals and receiving revenue under: 

• National School Lunch Program Finance Code 701 
• School Breakfast Program Finance Code 705 
• Seamless Summer Option Finance Code 701 
• Summer Food Service Program Finance Code 709 
• CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals Finance Code 469 
• Special Milk Program Finance Code 703 
• Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Finance Code 706 
• NSLP After-School Snack Program Finance Code 702 
• Nonprogram Revenue Finance Code 707 *This code is to be used for 

revenue and expense not associated with any other program (non-reimbursable). 

If you are unsure if an expense is allowable, please contact Minnesota Department of Education 
(MDE)’s School Nutrition Programs (mde.fns@state.mn.us), 651-582-8526, 800-366-8922 (toll-free 
Minnesota only). 

mailto:mde.fns@state.mn.us
mailto:mde.fns@state.mn.us
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Date Added Question Answer 

9/8/2020 The Nationwide Waiver to Allow 
Summer Food Service Program and 
Seamless Summer Option Operations 
through June 30, 2021 says that “FNS 
reserves the right to withdraw this 
approval subject to availability of 
funding”. What does this mean? 

The waiver allows the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) 
to continue with area eligibility waivers through June 30, 2021 or earlier if funding is exhausted. If 
funding is not adequate, USDA reserves the right to end the program extension at an earlier date 
than June 30, 2021. 

If this happens, Minnesota Department of Education-Food and Nutrition Services (MDE-FNS) will 
contact school food authorities as quickly as possible with the new end date via a Special Bulletin. 
If you do not receive the bulletins, please Subscribe Now.  

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMDE/subscriber/new?qsp=CODE_FNS
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