
2020-21 United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP)
Minnesota Student Application 
Directions: Please type or clearly print all information. 
This year, you have two options for submitting your application packet:
Mail the completed application packet to: U.S. Senate Youth Program, Minnesota Department of Education, 1500 Highway 36 West, Roseville, MN 55113. Mailed packets must include three copies of each document. The packet must be postmarked by Friday, December 4, 2020.

Email the completed application packet to mde.USSYP@state.mn.us. The application documents may be merged into one PDF or attached as separate documents. If merged, please ensure the documents appear in the order listed below. All electronic filenames must include applicant’s full first and last name. The packet must be emailed by Friday, December 4, 2020, at midnight.
The application packet must include the following:
Completed 2020-21 USSYP Minnesota Student Application (three copies by mail; one if electronic).
Student essay (three copies by mail; one if electronic).
Unofficial student transcript (three copies by mail; one if electronic).
Two letters of recommendation (three copies of each letter by mail; one copy of each if electronic).
Signature of both the student applicant and the principal.
Student Information
[bookmark: Text1]Student (full legal) Name:      	
[bookmark: Text3]Street Address:       
[bookmark: Text5][bookmark: Text6]City:       	State:      	Zip Code:       
[bookmark: Text2][bookmark: Text4]Home Phone:       	Cell Phone:      
[bookmark: Text7]Email address:       
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Text8][bookmark: Text13]Male: |_|  Female: |_|	Grade as of December 1, 2020:     	GPA or Class Rank:      
[bookmark: Text9][bookmark: Text10]Name(s) of Parent(s)/Guardian(s):      			Daytime Phone:       
[bookmark: Text33]Parent or Guardian email (will be used on our nomination form):       
Qualifying Elected or Appointed Student Position 
Student is currently, actively serving in qualified leadership position and will continue to serve for the entire school year. Note: If student was unable to hold leadership positions in 2020-21 due to the pandemic, they may submit the position(s) they held in the 2019-20 school year. (Check all that apply.)
__ Student body president, vice president, secretary or treasurer
__ Class president, vice president, secretary or treasurer
__ Student council representative
__ National Honor Society officer
__ Student representative elected or appointed (appointed by a panel, commission or board) to a local, district, regional or state-level civic, service and/or educational organization approved by the state selection administrator (MDE).
[bookmark: Text14]Office and Organization (list specifics for all positions held here):      
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student must be actively serving in an elected or appointed capacity in student government, or a civic or educational organization during the entire 2020-21 school year. Note: If student was unable to hold leadership positions in 2020-21 due to the pandemic, they may submit the position(s) they held in the 2019-20 school year.
[bookmark: Check3]|_|   By checking this box, I affirm that I am currently a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident of the United States (at the time of application).
School Information
[bookmark: Text15]School Name:      	 
[bookmark: Text17]District Name:      
[bookmark: Text19]Address:      
[bookmark: Text20][bookmark: Text18]City:      	Zip Code:       
[bookmark: Text16]School Type-Public: |_|		Non-Public: |_|	Phone:        
[bookmark: Text24]Principal’s Name:      	
[bookmark: Text25]Principal’s Email:      
Student Involvement and Eligibility 
Respond to each of the following questions, keeping in mind the character limits for each.
STUDENT GOVERNMENT / CIVIC PARTICIPATION 
What role(s) have you had in student government in the school(s) you attend or have attended? (Response must be 150 words or less.) 
     
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
What community service initiatives or programs outside of school have you been involved in as a youth advisor or representative of your peers or community? What was your role in each? (Response must be 150 words or less.)
     
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE
Describe what leadership experience you have had that supports your desire to serve as a USSYP delegate for Minnesota? (Response must be 150 words or less.)
     
ENHANCEMENT OF KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
Briefly share how your participation in the United States Senate Youth Program will enhance your understanding and interest in the political and governmental processes of the United States. (Response must be 150 words or less.)
      
LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
Briefly describe a project or program you have implemented or improved/enhanced in some way (such as increasing member participation, expanding a program’s reach, etc.). What led you to take on this role? What specific skills did you use to make it happen? How did you know you were successful? (Response must be 500 words or less.)
     
FUTURE GOALS
Briefly describe your future career goals, including the college or university you plan to attend and your life/career plans. (Response must be 150 words or less.)
[bookmark: Text32]     

Student Biography  
Selected delegates will be announced with an accompanying biography. Write a brief biography which could be used as a press release in the event that you are selected as a delegate or alternate for Minnesota. This biography should sum up, highlight, and enhance some of the qualities and information you provided above.  (Response must be 500 words or less.)
     
Student Essay
On a separate piece of paper, write an essay of 300 words or less exploring as fully and as succinctly as possible the following topic:
Describe a time your leadership/vision made an impact on your constituency or larger community. What government systems or processes did you use to make the change happen? What challenges did these systems present to getting your idea implemented? How did you overcome those challenges?
Begin your essay with the issue restated. Use a common typeface at least 12 point size. Be sure each page of your essay includes your name and page number. Essays will be rated on clarity of thought, completeness, content, analysis of the issue, grammar and punctuation. Please include three (3) copies in your application packet if you choose to mail it, or one copy if you submit electronically.
Letters of Recommendation 
Please submit letters of recommendation from two (2) adults from your school or community who can speak to your qualifications to serve as a delegate to the USSYP. They should include information about how long they have known you and in what capacity, and should address your leadership ability, maturity and communication skills. Please include three (3) copies of each letter in your application packet if you choose to mail it, or one copy of each letter if you submit electronically.
Required Signatures
I affirm that everything I am submitting for the 2021 United States Senate Youth Program is truthful and free of plagiarism.	
Signature of Student ______________________________		Date ____________________
I hereby certify that the student named in this application is a junior or senior in good standing and holds the elected/appointed office(s) identified above. I recommend this student for the USSYP.
Signature of Principal _________________________			Date ____________________
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