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Officially Recognized Charter School Early Learning Programs 
This document provides a listing of charter schools with officially recognized early learning programs approved by the Minnesota Department of Education. 
Approval does not indicate a charter school’s early learning program is operational. A list of operational early childhood health and developmental screening 
programs can be generated from the Early Learning Services Program Search webpage by selecting “Early Childhood Screening” as the “Program type.” For an 
instructional preschool or prekindergarten program, please contact the charter school directly to determine if the program is operational. 
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(and LEA Number) 

(* signifies a preoperational 
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for 4-year-olds to 
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into kindergarten the 

following year 

Academia Cesar Chavez 
(#4073) University of St. Thomas 11/25/2013 n/a 11/25/2013 

Achieve Language Academy 
(#4018) Novation Education Opportunities n/a n/a 4/28/2014 

AFSA High School (#4074) Audubon Center of the North Woods 10/31/2017 n/a 10/31/2017 

Aspire Academy Novation Education Opportunity n/a n/a 8/9/2019 

Athlos Leadership Academy 
(#4011) Volunteers of America – Minnesota n/a n/a 5/22/2014 

https://public.education.mn.gov/ELSSearch/search.do
https://public.education.mn.gov/MdeOrgView/search/tagged/MDEORG_CHARTER_LEA,MARSSOperating
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Aurora Charter School 
(#4067) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 6/30/2014 n/a 

Bluffview Montessori 
(#4001) Winona Area Public School District n/a 8/26/2014 n/a 

Bright Water Elementary 
(#4189) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 8/29/2017 n/a 

Cedar Riverside Community 
School (#4004) Pillsbury United Communities n/a n/a 8/6/2014 

Clarkfield Charter School 
(#4172) Friends of Education n/a 9/3/2014 9/3/2014 

Cologne Academy (#4188) Friends of Education n/a n/a 5/4/2017 

Community of Peace 
Academy (#4015) University of St. Thomas 5/1/2014 n/a 5/1/2014 

Community School of 
Excellence (#4181) 

Minnesota Guild of Public Charter 
Schools 12/18/2017 n/a 12/18/2017 
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Crosslake Community 
School (#4059) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a n/a 7/17/2018 

Discovery Woods (#4198) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 4/16/2014 n/a 

Duluth Public Schools 
Academy (#4020) Innovative Quality Schools 7/20/2016 n/a 5/11/2017 

Enspire Academy Novation Education Opportunity n/a 8/9/2019 n/a 

Excell Academy (#4068) Audubon Center of the North Woods 8/29/2017 8/29/2017 4/16/2014 

Glacial Hills Elementary 
School (#4168) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 6/21/2018 n/a 

Global Academy (#4186) University of St. Thomas n/a n/a 11/06/2019 

Great Oaks Academy 
(#4268)* Novation Education Opportunity n/a n/a 8/14/2018 

Hmong College Prep 
Academy (#4103) Bethel University n/a n/a 12/18/2017 

Innovation Academy Novation Education Opportunities n/a n/a 7/23/2019 



4 

Name of School 
(and LEA Number) 

(* signifies a preoperational 
charter school) 

Authorizer 

Date Officially 
Recognized for 
Early Childhood 

Health and 
Developmental 

Screening 

Date Officially Recognized 
for Instructional 

Preschool Program 
to provide early childhood 
education and preparation 

for transition to kindergarten 
for children ages 3-5 

Date Officially Recognized 
for Instructional 

Prekindergarten Program 
for 4-year-olds to 

prepare children for entry 
into kindergarten the 

following year 

La Crescent Montessori & 
STEM School (#4054) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 6/30/2014 n/a 

Lafayette Charter School 
(#4050) Novation Education Opportunities n/a n/a 12/1/2014 

Lakes International 
Language Academy (#4116) Volunteers of America – Minnesota n/a 5/12/2014 5/12/2014 

Life Prep (#4035) Minnesota Guild of Public Charter 
Schools n/a n/a 12/18/2014 

LoveWorks Academy for 
Arts (#4139) Pillsbury United Communities n/a n/a 12/21/2017 

Metro Deaf School (#4005) University of St. Thomas n/a 10/12/2016 n/a 

Minnesota Excellence in 
Learning Academy (#4230) Innovative Quality Schools n/a n/a 7/21/2017 

Minnesota Wildflower 
Montessori School (#4265) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 8/4/2017 n/a 
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Modern Montessori Charter 
School (#4273) Innovative Quality Schools n/a 8/16/2018 n/a 

New Century School (#4240) Volunteers of America-Minnesota n/a 12/20/2019 n/a 

New Discoveries Montessori 
Academy (#4161) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 6/30/2014 n/a 

Noble Academy (#4171) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a n/a 12/21/2016 

North Shore Community 
School (#4084) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 11/22/2017 n/a 

Odaa Academy of Science 
and Technology (#4272)* Novation Education Opportunity n/a n/a 8/14/2018 

Partnership Academy 
(#4097) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 4/18/2016 n/a 

Prodeo Academy (#4213) Innovative Quality Schools 12/18/2017 n/a 7/29/2016 

Quantum STEAM Academy 
(#4269)* Novation Education Opportunity n/a n/a 8/14/2018 
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Riverway Learning 
Community (#4064) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 4/22/2014 n/a 

Sejong Academy (#4215) Novation Education Opportunities n/a n/a 1/6/2016 

Sojourner Truth Academy 
(#4038) Pillsbury United Communities n/a n/a 4/7/2015 

St. Paul City School (#4029) Innovative Quality Schools 1/10/2018 n/a 5/28/2014 

St. Paul School of Northern 
Lights (#4275)* Innovative Quality Schools n/a n/a 8/16/2018 

STEAM Academy (#4270)* Novation Education Opportunities n/a n/a 8/14/2018 

Stonebridge World School 
(#4169) Pillsbury United Communities n/a n/a 12/21/2017 

Swan River Montessori 
Charter School (#4137) Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a n/a 1/24/2014 

Three Rivers Montessori 
(4266)* Audubon Center of the North Woods n/a 6/18/2019 n/a 
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Universal Academy Charter 
School (#4225) Novation Education Opportunities n/a n/a 3/10/2017 

Urban Academy Charter 
School (#4088) Novation Education Opportunities n/a n/a 3/10/2017 
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