
  

  

       
      

       

 

     

    
    

    
      

     
       

       
   

 

     
    

   
      

   

  
    

       
   

MINNESOTA ENGLISH LEARNER STAKEHOLDER INPUT GROUP 
(ELSIG) Meeting Minutes 

April 9, 2018 

12:30-3:30 p.m. 

Conference Center A, Room CC-14 

In Attendance: Gwen Anderson, Matthew Berg Wall, Samuel David, Suraya Driscoll, Ann Ertl, Margaret Fielder, 
Kelly Frankenfield, Sarah Holty, Aara Johnson, Katie Miller, Spencer Neitzel, Bondo Nyembwe, Sam Ouk, Dean 
Reasoner, Megan Reikowski, Myrlene Schenck, Miranda Schornack, and Amy Young 

Standards for Interpreters – Elizabeth Watkins 

Note: Century College has a course on appropriate ways to use computer translation software. 

Elizabeth Watkins shared with the ELSIG the “Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice for Educational 
Interpreters of Spoken Languages” and talked about the nine principals discussed in the document. She shared 
how some standards are difficult to define and apply in different school contexts. Ongoing discussion is needed 
to reach agreement on the meaning of terms such as “accuracy”, “impartiality”, “professional boundaries”, and 
“advocacy” in different settings. The ELSIG discussed the following questions: Were you aware of the Code of 
Ethics (COE) before today? About one third of the group had heard of them. Do you use the COE in your district? 
If so, how? How can you envision it being used? How can I promote awareness of the COE – with what groups 
and for what purposes? Elizabeth will create a short user guide incorporating some of the suggestions made by 
ELSIG. 

Elizabeth is co-authoring a chapter on the roles of interpreters and cultural liaisons for an upcoming book on 
working with diverse families of children with disabilities. She is requesting support in collecting certain 
information: 

1) Job descriptions: Who should she send it to? Reponses included “superintendent”, “send to all relevant 
stakeholders”, and “every district is run differently”. The team also suggested that transparency will 
help to encourage response. They also suggested that having an example job description would support 
districts. 

2) Input on a survey that would go out to stakeholders. The group provided feedback. 
3) The English Learner Companion being published with the University of Minnesota and reviewed by 

national experts is being updated. Ms. Watkins asked the ELSIG questions about suggestions for 
dissemination and training around the system review and planning tool. 



  

     
       

    

 

    
  

   
   

     
    

  

 

      
      

 

       
  

  

 

Monitoring the progress of former English learners (ELs) - Michael Bowlus 

Michael Bowlus reviewed what had been shared in the last ELSIG meeting about the topic of monitoring the 
progress of former ELs. He ran through an example of how to deal with a student sample scenario. The group 
reviewed a draft sample progress monitoring form and provided feedback on the form. 

Immigrant grant – Michael Bowlus 

Michael Bowlus shared some background of the Immigrant Grant that is a 3 percent set aside of Title III funds 
for districts experiencing significant growth in their population of K-12 students who are recent immigrants. 
Stakeholders suggested that it is difficult to use funding that is only guaranteed for one year. It is also 
important to consider districts with fewer numbers and fewer resources. It should fill a gap temporarily so that 
hopefully the system will fill in any future gaps. The requirement to submit the immigrant count on the Student 
Support Data Collection (SSDC) system has changed from June 15 to June 1. The statutory definition of an 
Immigrant falls under Title II, section 3201(5). Immigrant grant recipients tend to be urban districts.  

Wrap Up/Reminders/ELSIG 2018-19 

WIDA Public Input Period for Instructional Framework: The public input period is now open and runs through 
Friday, April 20, 2018! Please visit The WIDA Standards Website to view the draft resources and instructions to 
participate. 

Remember to apply for next year. Application surveys will be sent out to current participants by the end of April 
and will be posted in the May 4, 2018 EL Coordinator’s Newsletter. 

Dates for 2019 ELSIG meetings: 

October 8, 2018, January 7, 2019, April 15, 2019 

http://www.wida.us/standards
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